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• glossa ry a nd i ndex. 
Ask, 'W hat type of book is this?' ( Factua l). How do you 
k now? W hat type of factua l book is this? ( Reco u nt). 

 
Visual Literacy…./…./… Date 
� Look at the front cover. W hat do you thi n k the older 

ma n i n the photog ra ph is doing? How does this 
photog ra ph relate to the content of t his text? 

 

Background Knowledge 
� W hat do you know abo ut the pla nets and the way they 

move i n ou r U niverse? Do you thi n k peo ple have 
always had the same k nowledge abo ut the Universe? 

Are scientists ma ki ng new discoveries? …./…./… Date 
 

Phonological Awareness 
� Ma ke su re students know the followi ng pho nologica l 

sou nds: 
• /sh/: mo!io n (p.5) , fi nishi ng (p.6), crea!ions (p.19) 
• /s/ for soft c: £entury ( p.4), science ( p.5), 

medi£i ne (p.6), su rfa£e ( p.15) 
• /or/: falli ng (p.4), fo u r ( p.6), la w (p.10), 

thoug ht (p.12), ordered ( p.20) 
f er/ : fi_i:st (p.11), surface (p.15), u niverse (p.16) 

� W rite words contai ni ng the above pho nologica l sou 
nds on ca rds. Students grou p the words i nto the sou 
nd 

g ro u pi ngs as listed above. Ask, W hat letters ca n be 
used to re prese nt the or sou nd? Re peat with the other 
pho nologica l sou nds listed. …./…./… Date 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
High Frequency Words 

� area, breakthroughs, century, discoveries, equal, 
ideas, including, matter, order, prove, rather, 
returned, study, throughout, whatever…./…./… Date 

� Before showi ng students the word list, dictate the words 
a nd ask the m to have a go at writi ng each word. Show 
them the word. If they a re correct, move onto the next 
word. If they are i nco rrect, ask them to have a nother 
go, focusi ng on the letters that were miss pelt. 
…./…./… Date 

 
During  Reading · 

 
Vocabulary in Context…./…./… Date 

� Write 'physics, astronomy and science' on the boa rd. 
What suffixes are added to these words to cha nge them 
to mea n someone who studies the subject? What would 

you call a perso n who studies mathematics? Ask students 
to suggest words for other fields of study or occu pations, 
identifyi ng the base word and the suffix. 
 

Checking for Meaning 
Literal: …./…./… Date 

� W ho was Gali leo? (An astronomer and physicist who 
lived i n Italy i n the sixteenth centu ry) 

� What discoveries did he ma ke? (Ma ny facts about 
astronomy, the law of the pend ulu m and the law of 
falli ng bodies) 

� W hy did the Catholic Chu rch disagree with his ideas 
about the Universe? (Because the Catholic Ch u rch 
believed that h u ma ns a nd the Ea rth were God's special 
creations a nd they were at the centre of the u niverse.) 

Inferential: …./…./… Date 
� How did Copernicus i nfluence Ga lileo? 

 
� Why wou ld n 't Copernicus have been able w pr uve 

scientifica lly that his ideas were rig ht? 
� Why would the Catholic Ch u rch force Ga lileo to say he 

was wrong? 
� What later scientific brea kth roug hs do you thi n k Galileo's 

ideas have led to? 
� Ma ke sure students u ndersta nd the difference between 

literal and inferential information . 

Response: …./…./… Date 
� If Ga lileo were alive today, wou ld he have been treated 

i n the same way for his ideas? 
Should people always accept scientific discoveries? 
How do we know that a scientific discovery is true? 

Grammatical Patterns…./…./… Date 
Ma ke sure students u ndersta nd the followi ng com po nents 
of a factua l reco u nt: 

� Orientation providi ng information about 'who', 
� 'what, 'where, 'when' a nd 'why': Galileo Galilei was an 

astronomer and physicist who lived in Italy in the 16th 
century (p.4) 

� A reco rd of events recorded i n ch ronological order: 
The early yea rs (pp.6-7), Galileo's astronomica l 
discoveries ( pp.14-15 ), Galileo and the Catholic 

� Church (pp.18-21) 
� A concludi n g statement: Galileo was almost blind 
� by this time, but he kept working and wrote another 

important book about physics. He died in 1642. (p.23) 
� Use of persona l com ments or evaluative rema rks: the 

Catholic Church was very powerful (p.19) 
� Use of action and relati ng verbs i n the past tense: was 

born (p.6), read (p.16), came to agree (p.18) 
� Use of conjunctions and ti me con nectives to sequence 

events: After finishing school (p.6), In 1589 (p.7), In 
1609 (p.14), Over time (p.18) 

� Use of adverbs and adverbia l ph rases to build 
� i nformation: For almost a thousand years (p.8), 

By using observations and doing his own 
experiments (p.9), for the first time (p.15) 

� Use of adjectives to descri be nou ns and build nou n 
� grou ps: a famous scientist (p.16), house arrest (p.22), 
� another important book (p.23) 
� Use of factua l statements explai ni ng key terms or 

ideas: Physics is the study of matter and energy, 
including force and motion. (p.5) 

Fluency/ Punctuation 
Patterns…./…./… Date 

� Com plex sentences contai n longer ph rases separated by 
com mas: After experimenting with his own pendulums, 
he observed that it always took the same time for 
pendulums of equal length to swing back and forward, 
no matter how far out they swung. (p.11) Identify the 
i ndependent ph rase. Read the i ndependent ph rase (i n 
bold ) without pa usi ng. Then add each dependent ph rase, 
pa usi ng at the com mas to bui ld the students fluency i n 
readi ng these types of more com plex sentences. 

 
 

These pu nctuatio n patterns occur i n the text: 
o Apostrophes i ndicate possessio n: Galileo's time (p.12), 

� Jupiter's moons (p.15), Copernicus's view (p.18) 
o Ca pita l letters a re used i n proper nou ns: Italy (p.4), 

� Earth (p.18), Catholic Church (p.20) 
o Lower case is used i n sma ller words i n pro per nou ns: 

� University of Pisa ( p. 7), Leaning Tower of Pisa (p.13) 
o Dot poi nts used to list informatio n: (p.15) 
o A dash indicates more i nformation is to follow: 

This discovery led to the invention of the pendulum 
clock 

- the first accurate way of keeping time. (p.11) 
o Brackets surrou nd word defi nitions: forced to 

recant (say that he had been wrong) (p.21) 

Critical Literacy…./…./… Date 
� W hich scientific facts ma ke this a factual recou nt rather 

tha n just a recou nti ng of the events i n Ga lileo's life? 
Why did the author defi ne astronomy and physics? W hat 
information about Copernicus cou ld have been written as 
a fact box? 

Linking Visual and Written 
� W hy does this text contai n photog ra phs of pai nti ngs of 

Ga lileo a nd his ti mes? 
How does the diagra m on page 17 help you u ndersta nd 
Copernicus's ideas? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Before Reading 
. - 

Motivation / Purpose 
� The pu rpose of this text is to reco u nt the life and 

discoveries of Ga li leo G a li lei. The text li n ks with 
the Science theme Science and Society. 

 

Text Type 
� Draw students' attentio n to the:…./…./… Date 
• ch a pter titles and page n u m bers 
• i mages and ca ptio ns 
• labelled diag ra ms 
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