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FACTUAL RECOUNT

The Gallipoli Campaign was an attack on the Gallipoli 
peninsula during World War I, between 25 April 1915 and 
9 January 1916. The intention of the operation was to 
force Turkey (an ally of Germany) out of the war. 
However; the campaign was a devastating and 
costly failure.

At dawn on 25 April 1915, Australian and New Zealand 
assault troops (the Anzacs) landed on a beach north of 
Gaba Tepe; a place which became known as Anzac Cove. 
The Turks appeared to be ready for them. As they were 
on higher ground, they held a signi�cant advantage over 
the Anzacs. By the end of the �rst day, the number of 
allied casualties was already in the thousands.

Over the coming months, the Anzacs made very little 
progress. By December 1915, plans were drawn up to 
evacuate the entire force from Gallipoli. It was completed 
three weeks later with minimal casualties. 

Since 1916, the anniversary of the landings has become 
one of the most important national days in Australia and 
New Zealand.
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The purpose of a factual recount is to retell 
events in the order in which they happened. 
Examples of factual recounts include:
• journals
• historical texts.

Factual recounts use:
Past tense
Action verbs
Emotive language
Descriptive language
Time connectives



FACTUAL DESCRIPTION

Thunderstorms are electrical storms that usually happen 
in the spring and summer months. They can occur 
singularly, in clusters, or in lines.

Thunderstorms happen when warm, moist air quickly 
moves upwards. This causes clouds to form and creates 
gusty winds. During a thunderstorm, there is usually 
very heavy rain. Sometimes, hail will fall. These weather 
events can last for just a few minutes, or they may last for 
much longer.

Thunder and lightning are also very common during 
a thunderstorm. The loud sound that thunder makes is 
caused by the heat of the lightning that happens before 
you hear the thunder. Sometimes the sound of thunder 
can last for several seconds. This is because the 
thunder echoes around the ground, mountains, hills 
and buildings. 

Some of the worst thunderstorms happen when a single 
thunderstorm stays in one area for a long time. In these 
cases, thunderstorms can be very dangerous and can 
cause a great amount of damage.
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The purpose of a factual recount is to retell 
events in the order in which they happened. 
Examples of factual recounts include:
• journals
• historical texts.

Factual recounts use:
Past tense
Action verbs
Emotive language
Descriptive language
Time connectives

The purpose of a factual description is to 
describe the characteristics of someone or 
something using facts. Examples of factual 
descriptions include:
• a passage from a text book
• non-�ction paragraphs.

Factual descriptions use:
Present tense
Auxiliary verbs
Technical terms
Descriptive language
Time connectives



INFORMATION REPORT

Turtles are reptiles. They are cold-blooded, so they 
need sunlight to keep them warm and active. 

Turtles have a hard shell on their back. This protects 
them from their enemies. Some turtles can even hide 
their heads inside their shells if they are being attacked!

Turtles lay their eggs on land. Some turtles lay their 
eggs in sand, then leave the eggs to hatch on their own. 
When they hatch, the baby turtles scramble down into 
the water. They have to be quick so that they don’t get 
eaten by larger animals.

Most turtles eat plants that grow in the water. 
Some turtles also like to eat meat. These turtles eat 
small insects, snails and worms.

Many species of turtles are endangered, which 
means they are at risk of becoming extinct. 
Humans must work to protect these beautiful 
creatures for future generations. 
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The purpose of an information report is to 
classify and describe people, animals, objects 
or phenomena using facts. Examples of 
information reports include:
• scienti�c texts
• geographical texts.

Information reports use:
Present tense
Auxiliary verbs
Generic groups or categories
Technical terms
Cause and e�ect connectives
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The purpose of a procedure is to provide 
instructions about how to achieve a goal by 
following a series of steps. Examples of 
procedures include:
• recipes
• instruction manuals.

Procedures use:
Present tense
Action verbs or commands
Adverbs
Subject-speci�c vocabulary
Short, clear sentences

PROCEDURE

How to Wash your Dog

What to do:
1. Gently take o� your dog’s collar and place it    
 somewhere safe.
2. Fill up a large basin or sink with warm water.
3. Carefully place your dog into the water.
4. Scoop some water into the small bucket and pour 
 it over your dog.
5. Squeeze some dog shampoo into the palm of 
 your hand. Gently massage the shampoo all over   
 your dog. Do not put any in your dog’s eyes.
6. Use the small bucket to rinse all of the shampoo o�   
 your dog. 
7. Slowly pick up your dog and wrap it in a towel.
  Dry your dog.
8. When your dog is dry, carefully brush your dog’s hair  
 until it feels soft.
9. Give your dog a dog treat as a reward for having 
 a bath.

What you will need:
• a large basin
• dog shampoo
• a small bucket

• a large towel
• a dog brush
• a dog treat
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The purpose of a procedural recount is to retell 
how something was made or done, in the 
order in which it happened. Examples of 
procedural recounts include:
• documentaries
• science abstracts.

Factual recounts use:
Past tense
Action verbs
Adverbs
Subject-speci�c vocabulary
Time connectives

The purpose of a procedure is to provide 
instructions about how to achieve a goal by 
following a series of steps. Examples of 
procedures include:
• recipes
• instruction manuals.

Procedures use:
Present tense
Action verbs or commands
Adverbs
Subject-speci�c vocabulary
Short, clear sentences

PROCEDURAL RECOUNT

Bean Growth

Last week, our class conducted an experiment to see 
how high butter bean plants could grow in a week.

Firstly, our teacher let us choose a partner to work with. 
I worked with my friend Joshua. Next, Joshua and I 
gathered up all the materials we needed for our 
experiment. We needed a glass jar, some cotton wool 
balls, some butter beans and some water.

To start our experiment, we �lled the glass jar with 
cotton wool balls. We put two butter beans on each side 
of the glass jar. Then, we had to carefully water the 
cotton balls until they were damp. We had to make sure 
that the cotton balls were moist, but not too wet. 
Afterwards, we placed the glass jar near the window. 
Plants need sunshine to grow, so we chose a place where 
the butter beans would get lots of sunlight.

Each day, we measured how much our butter bean 
plants had grown. We also drew a picture and wrote 
some notes about what they looked like.

Action verb
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The purpose of a procedural recount is to retell 
how something was made or done, in the 
order in which it happened. Examples of 
procedural recounts include:
• documentaries
• science abstracts.

Factual recounts use:
Past tense
Action verbs
Adverbs
Subject-speci�c vocabulary
Time connectives

The purpose of an explanation is to describe 
how or why things happen, how things work 
or how certain tasks are done. Examples of 
explanations include:
• �ow charts
• reasons for natural phenomena.

Explanations use:
Present tense
Auxiliary verbs
Technical terms
Descriptive language
Time connectives

EXPLANATION

Where Does Water Come From?

 Water is all around us. It �ows in a continuous 
movement around the land, oceans, rivers and the 
atmosphere. This natural phenomena is often referred to 
as the Water Cycle.

When the sun shines on bodies of water (such as lakes, 
rivers and the ocean), tiny droplets of water begin to 
evaporate. This means that the liquid water turns into a 
gas called water vapour. The water vapour then rises into 
the air. 

Up in the atmosphere, the water vapour cools and turns 
back into tiny water droplets called condensation. The 
water droplets join together with the dust particles in the 
atmosphere to form clouds.

Once the clouds become heavy and full, it will start to 
rain. This is called precipitation. When rain falls onto the 
earth, it will eventually collect in lakes, rivers and oceans. 
The process can then begin all over again.

No animal or plant can survive without water. For this 
reason, the Water Cycle is one of the most important 
natural process on our planet. 


